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THE INCOMPREHENSIBILITY OF GOD

(Excerpted from John Frame, The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God)

Discontinuities 

1. God’s thoughts are uncreated and eternal.  Man’s thoughts are created and limited by time.  

2. God’s thoughts ultimately determine, or decree, what comes to pass.  God’s thoughts cause the truths that they contemplate.  Man’s thoughts do not.  

3. God’s thoughts are self-validating.  God’s thoughts are true simply because they are His thoughts.  Our thoughts are not necessarily true.  When our thoughts are true, they are true because they agree with the thoughts of God, who furnishes the criteria for our thinking.  

4. God’s thoughts always bring glory and honor to Himself.  God’s thoughts are always self-expressions.  Our thoughts are blessed only by virtue of God’s covenantal presence with us.  

5. God’s thoughts are the originals.  Our thoughts are, at best, only copies, images of His thoughts.  Our thoughts would not exist apart from God’s covenantal presence.  

6. God does not need to have anything revealed to Him.  He knows what He knows, simply because of who He is and what He does.  He knows at His own initiative.  All of our knowledge is based on revelation.  When we know something, it is because God decided to let us know it, either by Scripture, or by nature.  Our knowledge is initiated by Him (by another).  Our knowledge is the result of grace.  

7. God has not chosen to reveal all truth to us.  We do not know all the facts about God, or even about God or even about creation.  

8. God possesses knowledge in a different way from us.  He is immaterial, and does not gain knowledge from organs of sense perception.  He does not carry on “processes of reasoning.”  God’s knowledge is not limited by the fallibilities of memory or of foresight.  His knowledge is an “eternal intuition.”  

9. When God does reveal to us, He reveals in a creaturely form.  Revelation does not come to us in the form in which it exists in God’s mind.  It is “accommodated,” or adapted to our ability to understand, though it is not exhaustively understandable to us even in that accommodated form.  

10. God’s thoughts, when taken together, constitute a perfect wisdom.  His decrees constitute a wise plan.  God’s thoughts are coherent.  Divine thinking agrees with divine logic.  

11. Progress of revelation.  The more God reveals, the more facts we know, but we will never know as many facts as God.  No matter how much of himself God reveals, there always remains an “essential disproportion” between the infinite fullness of the being and knowledge of God and the capacity and intelligence of the finite creature.  Even what God has revealed is in important sense beyond our comprehension.  There is not merely a realm of the unknown beyond our competence, but what is within our competence, what we know, leads us to worship in awe.  The hymn of wonder in Romans 11:33-36 expresses amazement not at what is unrevealed but precisely at what is revealed.  The more we know, the increased knowledge brings us into greater contact with the incomprehensibility of God.  

12. We cannot exhaustively describe the differences between God’s mind and ours.  If we could, we would be divine.  If we could state clearly this qualitative difference, the difference would no longer exist.  The difference is the difference between Creator and creature in the world of thought.  The concept of incomprehensibility is self-referential, that is, if God is incomprehensible, then even His incomprehensibility is incomprehensible.  

Continuities 

1. God’s thought and man’s thought are bound to the same standard of truth.  The reference point for any proposition is the same for God and man.  God’s thoughts are self-validating.  Man’s are validated by God’s.  Thus they are both validated by reference to the same standard: God’s thought.  Man’s thoughts are true insofar as they conform to God’s norms for human thinking.  

2. God’s thought and man’s thought may be about the same things.  They may have the same “objects.”  To deny this is to render impossible any talk of “agreement” between God and man.  

3. It is possible for man’s beliefs, as well as God’s to be true.  A true belief is a belief that will not mislead.  God’s beliefs do not mislead Him.  True human beliefs do not mislead human beings.  However, there is a difference: a belief adequate to direct or lead a human life will not be adequate for God.  

4. Just as God is omniscient, man’s knowledge in a certain sense is universal.  Man knows something about everything.  Because we know God, we know that everything in the universe is created, subject to His authority, and filled with His presence.  Because all things are known to God, He can reveal knowledge to us about anything.  Therefore all things are potentially knowable, though nothing can be known by us precisely as God knows it.  

5. God knows all things by knowing Himself.  He knows what He knows by knowing His own nature and plan.  We, too, gain our knowledge by knowing ourselves – by knowing our own sensations, thoughts, actions, etc.  Unlike God’s, our knowledge does not originate from within, though its inward character bears a significant resemblance to the inwardness of God’s knowledge.  

6. God’s knowledge is self-validating, self-attesting.  Ours is not.  Because we are God’s image, however, there is some reflection in us of God’s self-attestation.  Because everything we know must enter our consciousness, even the norms by which we think must be adopted by us if we are to use them.  We think on the basis of norms that we have chosen, but that does not make us autonomous.  The norms originate in God, and proclaim His ultimate authority (not ours), and we are obligated to choose the norms that are truly authoritative.  Thus the norms that we obey, on any occasion, will be the ones that we have chosen.  

7. God’s thoughts are ultimate creators.  They cause the truths that they contemplate, but ours do not.  Nevertheless, our thoughts are also creative in a sense. We are secondary creators.  

