J.I. Packer, Knowing God – Digest 

Part 1.  To Know the True God 


1. The Study of God (Chapter 1)


 
Spurgeon: “Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, nothing so magnify the whole soul of man, as a devout, earnest, continued investigation of the great subject of the Deity.”



 
Five foundation-principles of the knowledge about God: (a) God has spoken to man, and the Bible is his Word, (b) God is Lord and King over his world, (c) God is Savior, (d) God is Triune, and (e) Godliness means responding to God’s revelation in trust and obedience, faith and worship, prayer and praise, submission and service.



 
Knowing about God is very  important for the living of our lives. We humble ourselves as we meditate God’s greatness and glory, and our own littleness and sinfulness.

2. The People who Know their God (Chapter 2)


 
Knowing verses knowing about God.



 
Four characteristics of people who know God: They (a) have great energy for God, (b) have great thoughts of God, (c) show great boldness for God, and (d) have great contentment in God.



 
If we desire such knowledge of God, we must (a) recognize how much we lack knowledge of God and (b) seek the Savior.

3. Knowing and Being Known (Chapter 3)


 
Knowing God involves: (a) listening to God’s Word and receiving it as the Holy Spirit interprets it, (b) noting God’s nature and character, as his Word and works reveal it, (c) accepting his invitations and doing what he commands, and (d) recognizing and rejoicing in His love which draws you into this divine fellowship.



 
We know God only through knowing Jesus Christ, who is Himself God manifest in the flesh. To know Jesus is to be saved by Jesus from sin, and guilt, and death.



 
Knowing God is a matter of (a) personal dealing, (b) personal involvement in mind, will and feeling, and (c) grace.



 
God knows us first. All our knowledge of God depends on His sustained initiative in knowing us. God wants us to be His friends and has given His Son to die for us.

4. The Only True God (Chapter 4)


 
The Second Commandment: “idolatry consists not only in the worship of false gods, but also in the worship of the true God by images”.



 
Images (a) dishonour God, for they obscure his glory, and (b) mislead us as they convey false ideas about God.



 
We must take our thoughts of God from His own holy Word, and from no other source. 



 
The God of the Bible has spoken in His Son. The knowledge of his glory is given to us in 

the face of Jesus Christ. It is wiser not to use any symbolic art image (e.g., painting, drawings and statues of Jesus) as children and unsophisticated adults may view these images as what Jesus actually looked like.

5. God Incarnate (Chapter 5)


 
The Incarnation is in itself an unfathomable mystery.



 
The baby born at Bethlehem was (a) God and (b) God made man.



 
Apostle John calls Jesus as the divine Word. John tells us seven things about the divine Word: (a) the Word’s eternity, ( b) the Word’s personality, (c) the Word’s deity, (d) the Word creating, (e) the Word animating, (f) the Word revealing, and (g) the Word incarnate.



 
The Son is the second person of the Trinity.



 
The Son of God emptied Him and became poor in the world in order to save His people.

6. He Shall Testify (Chapter 6)


 
The heart of Christian faith in God is the revealed mystery of the Trinity: three persons, and one God, the Son doing the will of the Father and the Spirit doing the will of the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.



 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, is very important. Without the Holy Spirit, (a) there would be no gospel and no New Testament, (b) there would be no faith and no new birth - that is, no Christians.



 
We must honour the Holy Spirit by recognizing and relying on His work in our faith, in our life and in our witness.

Part 2.  The Attributes of God


1. God Unchanging (Chapter 7)


 
God’s immutability: (a) God’s life does not change, (b) God’s character does not change, (c) God’s truth does not change, (d) God’s ways do not change, (e) God’s purposes do not change, and (f) God’s Son does not change.



 
Fellowship with God, trust in His word, living by faith, standing on the promises of God are essentially the same realities for us today as they were for the NT and OT believers.

2. The Majesty of God (Chapter 8)


 
“Majesty” means “greatness”. God is both personal and majestic. 



 
To apprehend the greatness of God, we must realize how unlimited are His wisdom, His presence, and His power. 



 
God is the Maker and Master of all creations. They are all in His hands and subject to His will. God is the incomparable one.



 
Our response to majesty: (a) learn to acknowledge the full majesty of our incomparable God and Savior, (b) If we have been resigning ourselves to the thought that God has left us high and dry, seek grace to be ashamed of ourselves, and (c) we need to wait upon the Lord in meditation of His majesty, till we find our strength renewed through His Word. 

3. God Only Wise (Chapter 9)


 
Wisdom is the practical side of moral goodness.  Wisdom is God’s essence.



 
God’s boundless Wisdom and endless power are united and this makes Him utterly worthy of our fullest trust.



 
The wisdom of God has been illustrated in the ordering of human lives in the Scriptural narratives. These accounts are written for our learning as the same wisdom will order the Christian’s life today.

4. God’s Wisdom and Our Wisdom (Chapter 10)


 
Wisdom is one communicable attribute of God. Wisdom is required of Christians.



 
To find wisdom, we must learn to  (a) reverence God, and (b) receive God’s Word.



 
Wisdom is not a deepened insight into the providential meaning and purpose of events going on around us.



 
Ecclesiastes teaches us that the way of wisdom is just one facet of the life of faith. 



 
The effect of God’s gift of wisdom is to make us more humble, more joyful, more godly, more quick-sighted as to His will, more resolute in the doing of it. The fruit of wisdom is Christlikeness - peace, and humility, and love.

5. Thy Word is Truth (Chapter 11)


 
God speaks to us: not only to move us to do what He wants, but to enable us to know Him so that we may love Him.



 
The threefold characters of the Word of God: (a) law, (b) promise, and (c) testimony.



 
The Word of God is absolute truth: stability, reliability, firmness, trustworthiness, the quality of a person who is entirely self consistent, sincere, realistic and undeceived.



 
God’s commands are true. God’s promises are true, for He keeps them.



 
True Christians acknowledge and live under the word of God.

6. The Love of God (Chapter 12)


 
‘God is love’, ‘God is Spirit’, and ‘God is light’.



 
‘God is love’ is the complete truth about God so far as the Christian is concerned.



 
God’s love is an exercise of (a) His goodness (cosmic generosity), (b) His goodness towards sinners, and (c) His goodness toward individual sinners. 



 
God’s love to sinners (a) involves His identifying Himself with their welfare, (b) was expressed by the gift of His Son to be their Saviour, and (c) reaches its objective as it brings them to know and to enjoy Him in a covenant relation.

7. The Grace of God (Chapter 13)


 
Four crucial truths which the doctrine of grace presupposes: (a) The moral ill-desert of man, (b) the retributive justice of God, (c) the spiritual impotence of man, and (d) the sovereign freedom of God.



 
The grace of God is not earned or deserved by all humans who are guilty sinners.



 
The NT set forth the grace of God as (a) the source of the pardon of sin, (b) the motive of the plan of salvation, and (c) the guarantee of the preservation of the saints.

8. God the Judge (Chapter 14)


 
From the OT to the NT, the teaching on God’s judgement overshadows everything.



 
Four characteristics of God the judge: (a)  a person with authority, (b) a person identified with what is good and right, (c) a person of wisdom, to discern truth, and (d) a person of power, to execute sentence.



 
The heart of justice which expresses God’s nature is retribution, the rendering to persons what they have deserved. Jesus Himself will be the Father’s agent in judgement.



 
Final judgment will be according to our works - our doings, our whole course of life.



 
The gift of justification shields believers from being condemned and banished from God’s presence as sinners. But it does not shield believers from being assessed as Christians. Final judgment will be according to our knowledge of God’s will.

9. The Wrath of God (Chapter 15)


 
Wrath is an attribute of God. It is defined as “deep, intense anger and indignation”.



 
God’s wrath in the Bible is (a) always judicial and (b) something which people choose for themselves. The essence of God’s action in wrath is to give people what they choose.



 
The wrath of God in Romans denotes God’s constant, universal and resolute action in punishing sin. Jesus Christ is the propitiation of our sins.



 
The wrath of God is a solemn reality.

10. Goodness and Severity (Chapter 16)


 
Both goodness and severity must be acknowledged together if God is to be truly known.



 
Goodness means “admirable, attractive and praiseworthy”.  Divine generosity.



 
God’s severity means “cutting off”. It denotes God’s decisive withdrawal of his goodness from those who have spurned it.



 
Behind every display of divine goodness stands a threat of severity in judgment if that goodness is scorned.



 
Our response: appreciate (a) the God’s goodness, (b) His patience, and (c) His discipline.


11. The Jealousy God (Chapter 17)


 
Nature of God’s jealousy: (a) biblical statements about God’s jealousy are anthropomorphism, (b) God’s jealousy is to protect a love-relationship, or to avenge it when broken.



 
God’s jealousy over His people presupposes His covenant love, which is the expression of a sovereign purpose. 



 
God’s ultimate objective of His world are: (a) to vindicate His rule and righteous, (b) to ransom and redeem His people, and (c) to be loved and praised by them.



 
Our response: the jealousy of God (a) requires us to be zealous for God, and (b) threatens churches which are not zealous for God.

If God Be For Us


1. The Heart of the Gospel (Chapter 18)


 
The word or the idea of “propitiation” is central in the faith of the OT and NT.



 
“Expiation” only means half of what “Propitiation” means. Expiation denotes the covering, putting away, or rubbing out of sin so that it no longer constitutes a barrier to friendly fellowship between man and God. Propitiation denotes all that expiation means, and the pacifying of the wrath of God thereby.



 
Propitiation (a) is the work of God Himself, (b) was made by the death of Jesus Christ, and (c) manifests God’s righteousness.



 
Our Creator has become our Redeemer as Jesus Christ died on the cross to save us from eternal judgment.



 
The truth of propitiation leads us to think of: (a) the driving force in the life of Jesus, (b) the destiny of those who reject God, (c) God’s gift of peace, (d) the dimensions of the love of God, and (e) the meaning of God’s glory.

2. Sons of God (Chapter 19)


 
By adoption, all Christians  are children of God.



 
God’s fatherly relation with our Lord implies: (a) authority, (b) affection, (c) fellowship, and (d) honour. All this extends to God’s adopted children.



 
Adoption is (a) the highest privilege that the gospel offers, and (b) that the entire Christian life has to be understood in terms of it.



 
Adoption appears in the Sermon on the Mount as the basis of (a) Christian conduct, (b) Christian prayer, (c) the life of faith.



 
“Adoption through propitiation” is a rich summary of the gospel.



 
Our adoption shows us (a) the greatness of God’s love, (b) the glory of the Christian hope, (c) gives us the key to understanding the ministry of the Holy Spirit, (d) shows us the meaning and motives of gospel holiness, (e) gives the clue we need to see our way 

through the problem of assurance.

3. Thou our Guide (Chapter 20)


 
Divine guidance rests upon (a) the reality of God’s plan for us, and (b) the ability of God to communicate with us.



 
Divine guidance is the inward prompting by the Holy Spirit, who leads within the limits which the Word of God sets, not beyond them.



 
Six common pitfalls: unwillingness to (a) think, (b) think ahead, (c) take advice, (d) suspect oneself, (e) discount personal magnetism, and (f) wait.



 
Right guidance does not mean a trouble-free course thereafter. The wise person will take occasion from his new troubles to check his original guidance carefully. Trouble should always be treated as a call to consider one’s way, but trouble is not necessarily a sign of being off track at all.



 
Guidance is a sovereign act of God. It is one of confidence in the God who will not let us ruin our souls.

4. These Inward Trials (Chapter 21)


 
Certain types of mis-applied evangelical ministries (a) depict the work of grace as less than it really is, and (b) leave people with a gospel that is not big enough to cover the whole area of their need.



 
These types of evangelical ministries are based on (a) misapplied doctrines, such as down playing the rougher side of Christian life, (b) wrong remedy, which relates all experiences of frustration and perplexity as signs of sub-standard Christianity, (c) failure to grasp the NT teaching on sanctification and the Christian warfare, and (d) losing sight of the method and purpose of grace.



 
God can bring good out of extremes of our own folly. If we have the knowledge of having made some ghastly mistake, go back to God for His restoring grace waits for us.



 
Unreality towards God is the wasting disease of much modern Christianity. We need God to make us realists about both ourselves and Him.

5. The Adequacy of God (Chapter 22)


 
Romans is a book of doctrine - truth about God, taught by God.



 
The wise person reads the Bible as (a)  a book of life, (b)  a book of the church, and (c) God’s personal letter to each of his spiritual children.



 
Four gifts of God given to all who by faith are ‘in Christ Jesus’: (a) righteousness, (b) the Holy Spirit, (c) sonship, and (d) security.



 
All real Christians are faced with (a) commitment to all-round righteousness, and (b) exposure to all-round pressures.



 
In response to the hardship, what then shall we say in response to this? The truths on the adequacy of the God of grace is manifested in Roman 8:31-39: (a) no opposition can finally crush us as God is our sovereign protector, (b) no good thing will finally be withheld from us as God is our sovereign benefactor, (c) no accusation can ever disinherit us as God is our sovereign champion, and (d) no separation from Christ’s love can ever befall us as God is our sovereign keeper.



 
The God who is there for us to know is the God of the Bible, the God of Romans and the God revealed in Jesus, the Three-in-One of historical Christian teaching.

